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SUBJECT: REGIME BEGINS CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT CONSTITUTION 

1 . ALGERIAN PRESS OCT 10 CARRIES BREIF ANNOUNCMENT THAT 
COUNSILS OF THE REVOLUTION AND OF MINISTERS BEGAN CONSIDERATION 
OF DRAFT CONSITUTION OCT 9. NO FURTHER DETAILS GIVEN. THIS WAS 
FIRST ANNOUNCED MEETING OF COUNCILS SINCE JUNE. 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN PRECEDED BY MUCH SPECULATION AND 
BY REGIRDING OF FLN LOINS FOR NEW PHASE OF POLITICAL MILITANCY. 
DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY HAS BEEN SPECULATING THAT LACK OF ANNOUNCED 
PROGRESS ON CONSTITUTION SUGGESTED CONFLICT OVER DOCUMENT 

IN HIGH REGIME PLACES, AND AS USUAL, RUMORS OF DISAFFECTION 
OF MAJOR FIGURES, NOTABLY FON MIN BOUTEFLIKA, HAVE ABOUNDED. 
ALGERIAN SOURCES HAVE SUGGESTED THAT ACTION ON CONSTITUTION 
WILL BE RAPID; FLN CELL LEADER IN ALGIERS BELIEVES THAT 
DOCUMENT WILL BE PUT TO REFERENDUM NOV 20. 

3. MEANWHILE, PRESS HAS BEGUN NEW CAMPAIGN STRESSING FLN 
ACTIVITY. PARTY IS HOLDING NEW SERIES OF MEETINGS 
THROUGHOUT COUNTRY AIMED AT DEEPENING STILL FURTHER 
POPULAR UNDERSTANDING OF NATIONAL CHARTER AND AT REVAMPING 
PARTY'S ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE. COOPERATION BETWEEN 

FLN AND NATIONAL TRADE UNION (UGTA), WHICH WILL BE HOLDING 
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WORKER ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS NEXT MONTH, ALSO EMPHASIZED. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


4. DESPITE THIS CAMPAIGN, CONTENT OF ARTICLES AND 
OUR OWN SOUNDINGS SUGGEST THAT FLN NOT IN THICK OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL ACTION. ARTICLES DO NOT MENTION CONS- 
STITUPON CONCENTRATING INSTEAD ON CHARTER AND MILITANCY IN 
GENERAL. FLN SOURCE MADE IT CLEAR IN PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION THAT RANK AND FILE LEADERS SUCH AS HIMSELF 
HAD NOT SEEN DOCUMENT. 

5. FLN SOURCE DID SAY THAT STRONG PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM WWOULD 
CONTINUE (THERE HAD BEEN SOME SPECULATION THAT BOUMEDIENE 
WOULD RUN COUNTRY AS FLN SECY GEN RATHER THAN AS PRESI- 
DENT), AND THAT THERE WOULD BE PRIME MINISTER IN NEW 
ORDER. WHETHER OR NOT CABINET WOULD BE CHOSEN FROM PARLIA- 
MENT, SOURCE SAID, WAS STILL OPEN QUESTION. 

5. THUS, AFTER LONG SUMMER'S REST, REGIME SEEMS 

TO HAVE EMBARKED ONCE MORE ON TASK OF SOCIALIST INSITUTION 

BUILDING.PARKER 
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